
BACKGROUNDER—HEAVEN IN  STONE AND GLASS

About Heaven in Stone and Glass
As a doctoral student in Paris, Bishop Barron—creator of the 

groundbreaking CATHOLICISM and Pivotal Players film series—was 

stopped in his tracks by Notre-Dame Cathedral. Captivated by its stunning 

luminosity, verticality, and harmonic proportions, he eventually went on 

to give tours of the building, an experience that would transform his own 

understanding of faith. 

In Heaven in Stone and Glass, Bishop Barron returns to France to uncover 

the divine mysteries enshrined in the crown jewels of Gothic architecture—

Amiens, Chartres, Notre-Dame, Reims, and Saint-Denis. 

When Notre-Dame burned in 2019, the world mourned. This film explains 

why that grief was so universal, showcasing these great cathedrals not 

merely as historical monuments but as enduring mystical dialogues between 

man and his Creator. 

Applying his dynamic grasp of history, theology, art, and Scripture to these 

masterpieces of Gothic architecture, Bishop Barron uncovers architectural 

echoes of heaven on earth that continue to awaken our sustained longing 

for God.


